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THE SHERMAN ANTI-1RUST LAW.
President Roosevell's action In nrocead-

ing dgainst- the Northern Sceurlties Com- |
| power o say where

least give the piblie an entertaining, ir | honld be loeated,

pany under the Sherman aci will at

pot an instructive, lesson in the so-calied
anti-trust laws, which the President him-
£nlf so strenuously conderuned in his fitst
message 10 Congross,

In this case there is ne trouble hetween
the parties to the contract. he stock-
jiolders, who have cither sold out or ta-
ken pothuck with the new concern, are
all satisfied witk the deal and there i3
1o disagreement among them, The fight
was started by persons on the outside—
by those whn had only 2 general inter-
est #in 1he reilroad lines involved. AN

appeal §s made to the President, and he

lays the matter beforc the Attorney-Gen-
eral, auel 1he Attorney-General decides
. that 1his merger is in violation of the

Sherman  antf-teost And tha

President directs him 1o procesd psainst
issolving

law. =0

the corporation, with a view to d
it and having the shares of the Northern
Securlties Company re-exchanged for the
railroad sharas and these returned to
the ariginal holders.

The whole procedure seems to us 10
B sbsurd Tut granling,
cor the sake of argument, that the Gov-
ermment wing {16 ease and that the
Northern Sccuritles Company is dissolved
and the stocks of the varfous rallronds

o fts—Tace.

snvalved are roturned to the original pur-
What then? Wil
the duty of the President to inquire into
every othier mierger that has been effcot-
ed since the Sherman law was acted?

rhnEers.

1
Wil it not be his duty to inguire o
{he United States Steel Corporation and
every other such comlbrination exis-
tence? And 3f, in f the
Atterney-General, ithese corporatlons are
l'.'xislim;' in vielatlon of the Sherman act,
will it not-bhe the duty of the President

in

the opinicn o

to proceed against them in the same way
And if the
1thes:: cor-
dig-

aigd drag them into court?
should decide that al
must be

wcourt
porations are
solved, what then?

The Governor of Minncesobi
anti-trust supporiers will reply that it
such corporations are existing in viola-
{ion of law iley ought 1o he dissolved
and that if have formel in
vialation of it is thelr fault
and they deserve to be punished for vio-
lating the law.

Very good  Dut if all such corpo
should be broken up, what woald be
of 1ho stockholdirs and what would De-
come of all -other stocks and 1mnds in
oxdetence?  Was think that we hear tho
Governor of Minnesota say that this is
simply Wall-Strect  affair, and 1he
country doecs not ecare what happens 1o
Wall-Strect specuiators; if they lose thelr
is nothing more than
as ihose wiio

illegal and

hie

and

they heen

Taw oWl

inns

ma

a

money it
might expect,
game of
1y the game of chance.

Nongenss.  This would be-a Wall-Street
affair in one scnse, but it would be a
very anuch broader disaster than that
Destroy 1the great ecorporatlons of this
country to-day and you praciically ele-
siroy the country. Trestroy  tha
ied States Steel Corporation and what
Lecomes of thousands of men dnd wo-
wnen dependent  upon 17 Trecipitate
guch o panie as we have suggested in
wWall-Sireet and  the whole country
woulll be panie-stricken and pur pros-
perity would come io an abrupt close,

Thoe Times is no pessimist, and we do
niot mean to say that any such disaster
as this is probable, 3ut we do say that
the Sherman anti-trust Jaw is to-day o
menace to ihe enterprise and prosperity
of the United States. It has never done
any good. It has been a dead failure.
1t has been on tha, statute for
more than ten years, and yes the
fiave grown in that time moro thin- in
ail the years lefore put together. But
we say ihat, while it has done no good,
it is capable of doing much harm, it
hiangs as threat the great in-
terests, and if tle President should take
the law seriousty amd procecd umier it
against all corporations he would bring
on such @ panic and such a disaster as
tiils country has never knows

It seems to us that herein is food for
troucht for ihe members of ithe Vir-
ginia Constitutional Convention,

nlay the

unt-

books

irusts

i over

SCHOOLS IN (it SOUTHWEST.

Editor of The Times:

Sir,—=The tax-payers of Virginia are
subjected to & syvstem of wouble taxation
—an utterly senscless sietem, voud ol
rhyme reason or excusze, I refer to the
fact that all over the State the public
and the peivate school eylst side by side,
This should mot be =0, The pullic
schools should be of such o character
1lat a private school of the same grade
would have no chatece to exist in the
same community.  Then the community
would have one set of schools instead
of two 1o support, one tax to pay for iis
support.

What is the reason for the double sys-

tem?  Why de dntelligent people, people
of - good Lusiness. sense, submit to 1t?
AWell, for a varicty of reasons. in

the first place, the prejudice against ihe
svetem ~of public schools, whicly was
very strong at the start, lias Dot entirely
died out yet., I remember hearing, in
3883, I ithink, o teacher whp was asked
if she could mot et a certnin publio
school say: I haven't got low cnough
vet 1o teach a free school,”  She has
.potten over that foolishiess, but there
ar» others who have not; and I know
many persons who woufd consider it
mare or less disgraceful to patronize a
publie school. i

J3ut there are other and better reasons
~flian prejudice.  The character of the
schoolg, of the houses #nd furnishing and
of nmumerous other conditizns s such
as 1o milltate against the universal pat-

it not l.‘.-l

they |

fin v

chanee may expect 1o perlsh |
| jsfied that ihere is abundant ground for

ronage which the public: school " should |-

neve.  Loud complaints are heard .of
bad  loeations, of pncumcmi_a.—brectil]lnz
Sy short

sehool Topms, of poor  teachers,
tirms, ett,  And the complaints are
just: and it behooves us o inquire the
cause of these shortcomings and to seck
the' remedy.

T think, Mr. Editor, that the fault lies
in the s=ystem. Instead of having o
school  board with  fifteen ot - twenty
schoold unider its charge, each schaol
should have a bhoard of its own. There
s ton much polities I the jvesent Bys-
sem. - As at present-constituted, what
@n’the \Hers AT our  schopl” taard:
/Know as io the ingividual- néede of the
various schools under their.charge? What,

it except ns favoritsm: Lern of polities
or something  relse (dietates? If each
school constituted a district separate and
apart, # body corporate and politic, with
as clearls defined boundarles as a town
or a cofnly, electing its own officers, de-
termining. at  its annual {or ‘special)
school wertings by vete of its qualified
olectors, what should be the whele con-
duet of its affairs? We would then have
n very different state of affairs. The
natrons of each school should have the
the school-liouze
what kind, how fur-
nished, cle.; they. and they only, through
their proper oflicers, should fix the grade
of school they should have, not oniy as
to ile kind and location of house, but
alsn as to the teacher and the length of
term io be taught each year. To ihls
end they shoul!l have the power to levy
Ineal 1axes to supplement {lie public gehonl
money reeeived from the general school
rund. T will not turden your columns
with the details of the scheme, Dbut 1
sm ecertain it would remedy most of the
evils  complained of. The school trus-
tees would serve withont pay and each
of them, as well as every voler in the
di=trict, would have a direct, personal
interest in the scheol. There would be,
and coulid be, no polities in jt.
I, W. WEISER.

Dublin, Va., Feb. 1)

Wi give prominence {0 this communt-
enticn becnuse 1t is written by a man
who evidently knows what he iz taliding
and he makes statements con-
corning the school systen. in Virginia
which are in line with statements which
have come 1o us from various other

about,

secticns,

Iie savs, firet of all, that there Is a
prejudice against the 'V ria free schoal
That prejudice was. handed down from
cur forcfuthers and it will take a long
One Teason why

time 10 ;,;-.-L il of it
the puisdie schaels of Lainchburg flour-
jehed when the public schools in other
of the State not doing so
well ¢ hecause the sensitle who
practically  founded the
cvereame the prejudice against the pub-
shoals by sccuring the services ol
wehers who had bLeen teaching In pri-
vate schools. The chief end which The
MTimes has in view in discussing s
inn is to root out the prejudice in
splinols,  TThat

T wora

man

lic

1o

m
Virginia agninst publie
prejdlice will pass away as ilie pronle
of the State realize more and more the

dignity of popular cdu-

importance and
cation.

Our correspondert says that the char-
acter of ilie schools, of the school-houses
anid furnishing, and of numerous other
conditions is such as to militate against
the universal patronage which the public

echgols shonld have. Ile tells 13 that
there are loud complaints of bal loca-
tlons, of pneumenia-breeding  senool-
houses, of poor teachers, short torms,
and o en. There it is again. Of course,
ihere are many good school-hooses In

Yirginia, lmut there are many Dbad ones
Some of these ol hovels that are

o dis-

also.
yeed for this nolle purpese are
grace to the State, and it is imposshle
to dignify ang build up the syslem until
weo burn down the shuntes and put de-
cent buildings in their stead.

Our correspondent says that there Is
{too mueh polities in the present system.
has also come to us
and we feel sat-

hat
from various sources,

complaint

iti. The school fund iz Dbeing usged in
many instances as i spoils fund, is hetng
used to give somebody emplovment, while
the matter of teaching is a matter of
secondary consideratlon. We cannot ex-
peet to have the best teachers under this
yule of favoritism, rather than under
the rule of merit.

In conclusion, our esrrespondeni makes
a practical suggestion which we pasg on
io the Board of Education.

The Parmville Herald is quite right in
rrotesting against the efforts of Dr. W.
(%, Dabney, Dr. Robert Frazer, or any
other an, or set of men, lo bring the
South ,into conformity with the ideas,
Goctrines and usages of New England
i, religion, in education, in politics and
in busit The so-called progress and
improvement of that section would not
lia for ihe good of our people, Their new
methods in education have the appear-
nnce of new and valuable discoveries in
theorss, but have failed, for the most
part, to produce good fruit in practice.
Their religlous ideas conform neither {o
son nor inspiration. They ignorc in
ir polities ihe Declaration of Indepen-
co and the Constitution of the United
States. Their business life iz the quin-
tessence of mammon worship.—IIalifax
Record-Advertiser.

We have time and again boasted that
Thes Times Is an intensely Southern news-
paper. We believe in the Scuth, in the
Southern people and in Southern ways,
and we should fight with all our might
ard main any effort that might be made
10 “New Englandize Virginia In  the
sense employed. But our contemporaries
ere utterly mistaken in supposing that
ihis educational movement hias any such
end in view. A number of men at the
North have determined to ralse & sum
of money to be employved In educational
work in this section of the eountry. They
recognize that the South has been ear-
ing u heavy burden since the war in en-
deavoring tu educate the negro children
as well as the white children, and so they
bave determined to Mend assistance, Tirst
of all, they, have engaged several of the
leading Southern educators, whose pres-
ent duty it will be to inquire into the
needs of this community and that, and
bty and by it is proposed, as we under-
stand, to.offer the Southern people a sum
of money from year to year to be ex-
rended by representative Southern men
in improving their schools.

We believe that these Northern men
are ingpired by the ‘most generous mo-
tives. We believe that they are engaged
in # noble work, and we sincercly hope
that Southern men and Eouthern news-
rapers will, at least, not condemn them
until they fully understand the purpose
and scope of the movement, - e

ous,

~

rv omany cages, dg they (are ahout

syslem ihere,

terday wha
Quarles ‘ord

“regulato the liguor

trafiic waa defeated. ‘That was quite

o 4o ki .
proper. An amendment was:adopted: re-

forring' 1ko matter to--the TLegislature,
with power to act. That) was also quile
proper. It the people of Virginia desire
this measure they: may manifest Uldtlas;
sire by Instructng their Teprésentatives
o the Legislature to adapt the Baroour-
Quarles sysiem. T]l experiment may
then be made, and if, it provesiio he sat-
isfactory it \\'ﬂl_'l‘ié" continued.. If not,
hic*law may ecasily be Tepealed. That is
one -difference between. i constitutional
provision and a legislative enactment.

So Governor ‘Taft has placed the length
of the Philippine war on Mr. Bryan. The
war with Spain has also been credlied
to  him,  and “the® Spanish-American
treaty, known as the treaty of I’aris,
would never have been adopted had he
nol urged it. Strange is this power of
this man who is dead.—Staunton Spec-
tator.

Perhaps the Richmond Times can ex-.

plain it—Bedford Bulletin.

Certainly we can. Mr. Bryan is not
dead. He is one of the livellest agitators
in this eountry, and he iz going to zive
the Democratic party a deal of irouble
vet. Who said Bryan was dead?

The Leeshurg Mirror advises the farm-
ers of Loudoun to have a colt show.
Why not? Loudoun has plenty of fine
stock, and wherever such a show is held
there is a large attendance. The horse
show is not merely an industrial show.
It iz an educational affair, and as such
deserves to be encouraged and supported.

President Roosevelt is our mnational
“Live Wire.”

1t s said that Senator Barksdale is
going out of politics for good. Whose

good?

VIRGINIA TOPICS.

The Situation in Luneaburg.

The Lunenburg people ara brave and
fearless,

wlhich means they are honest
t. They are nohle and despize
55, which means they are charita-
and forgiving, They have shown &
lLiearing during the present ordeal which
sheuld cause their would-he crities to
hang their heads in shame, and set an
cxamplz that thege crities and the rest
of ihe State would not go astray to follow.
fthey threatened to lyneh, and they were
exensable under the eircumstances. They
wotid have lvnched had they been inter-
fered with from without, and the crime
would have been upan the Lieads of those
interfori They have not lynched and
thereby hayve shown a noble Torbearance.
W do not believie now that thers will
i Iynehlng, and the ceredit will be
anly, and none to their critics,—
Dlackstone Courier.

Gratitude fo Braxton,

The Hon, Mr. Braxton, who has charge
of corporation commission in the conven-
tion, has apparently won a great fight,
and the people of the State ought to feel
greastly indebted to him for the zealous
work e Tias given in this matier—Appo-
mattox Times,

An Editor’s Device.

We have been meditating as to whether
we would blue marls all our dellnquent
subscribers. W find that in some cases
it would require much of our time In
making a hlue mark for each year due
on subscription and have deferred lhe
matter, hoping they will take time Ly the
forelock and come in and scttle, thus
saving us the trouble and publicity of
the amount some of them are due on
subscription. Of course we will take it
for granted that those wheo do not come
and pay up want their paper blue marked.
We will seo who they are and act ac-
cordingly.—Warren Reglster,

The Coavention's Mistake,

The corporation attorneys In the con-
vention have made o strong fight against
i corporation  commiissfon,  bub  votles
taken show that they are in a hopeless
minority. But i this as in other mat-
ters the convention has shown a lack of
confidence in the people. The commis-
slon should Dhe elected by the people and
thereby be directly responsible to  the
people, but the convention scems deter-
mined Lo continue the bargain counter
system so aptly described by Mr., Carier
Glasz. If the wishes of the people were
consulted, they would cleet all State offi-
cers, including all the judges and base-
ment oflicers, and we would thus get rid
of that miserable system of log-reiling
ihat every well informed citizen knows
prevails in the appointment of officers,
whether done by the Governor or the
Legislature,

A Fegret.
Lditor of The Times:

Sir,—1 am sorry to sce that ihe Consti-
tutional Ceonvention is about to defeat
the COuarles-Barbour resolution and es-
pecially to learn that Senator Daniel has
seen it to throw the welght of his great
inftuence against it.  However, If the
Convention has put that aside in order
to give us a better and more comprehen-f
sive measure against the evils of the
liquor traffie, the members so disposed
should be commended for it,

It seems to me most reasonable that no
one should be allowed to open a saloon
in any community agninst the protest of
a majority of the citizens thereof. No
one has the moral right to establish a
saloon al or near our doors; why should
he have the legal?

It scems to us that it would be highly
befitting the august body of distinguished
Virginians that has bheen deliberating for
elght long months in order to give us a
Constltution of which we may all be
proud and that may last for generations
i come to do something in the closing
dayvs of its arduous labors to arrest the
ravages of the demon drink and in be-
half of the thousands of women and chil-
dren, the actusal vietims, who lock trem-
Llingly on. To say that the saloon is pre-
ferable to the “blind tiger” that is loom-
ing up In so many places is no argument
for the former. By legislative enactment
the “blind tiger” may be crushed at
one blow: confiscate the property upon
which it iz located. It is high time that
ihis Government, State and National, was
doing somehing to check, if it cannot
eradicate, the evil-of the age. We can-
not afford to wait till the Prohibition
party las gained ~sufficlent power, 1
should be glad to see the Democratic
party as represente din the conventlon. the
party to which we have given allegiance
for a third of a century, takas the initia-
tive and the Legislatuve follow sult.

y % RESTES.
Stone Mountain, Va., Feb. 12, 1502,

MAINI;Y _ABOUT FE)OPLE

Superintendent Willlam ¥H. Thompson
has gone to Corning, N. Y., {o he present
at.the Executive Committee meeting of
the Assoclation of Municipal Electriclana.
Thoe association will meet in Richmond
{ September, and it is thought that the
sessions will be held@ in the Council Cham-
ber. :

Monroe Grove, United Order of Druids,
last night initiated' four candidates

In the recent contest betwaen the Ath-
letic and Columbia Clubs of the Capital
City Bowling League. at Brown's Bowl-
ing Alleys, the Columbia won. Three
games were. played. | The totals were:
Columbia, 2,236; Athletles, 2,215, T

Editor The Times: e
‘Sir,—Soon  after the State ‘Conventlon
at ‘Norfoll, Va., the views of the dele.
gatlon in sajd convention on submission
of the new Constitution were taken
through vour paper. - :
Will you please give In ¥your next jES
aue how it stood. How many for sub-
mitting to- the whole  people, as tlic

former State Convention agreed to; how |

many for proclaiming, and how many
for the Simon pure, unadulterated
chosen few that Ahe present Constitu-
tional Convention will allow a vote?
These are facts that tho good people
of Virginia ocught to know, for I think
the people, from what 1 can see, have
Leen denied many things. to which they
#re entitled by this presewt convention.
i+ am afraid the convention has  heen
listening more to thosz who have been
chosen by some other than the people.
Certainiy  they have not heen worried
by the office-holders of the Common-
wealth; if o, T have never heard of it
And’ right here I would like' to know
who knows more about the wants of the
people than those who mingle with them
daily. Tho officers are no more than ser-
vants of the people, and they don’t want
to be anything more. They don't want
ty be autoeratic: if they de, their auto-
croey does nol last long, it shineth for
a while, but when the people have
chanee again, these would-be autocrats
are smothered so deep under the votes
of the good people that they bloom not
again in this life, they fadeth away and
are dead to the world, There is hut one
peg left the Democratic party to stand
on, and it is to lkeep its pledge. I have
been in (e Democriatic’ harness for

years, but last fall was the only time,

it my life that I could not convinda our

necple that the party was not going to’

break its pledge by not submitting the
work of the Constitutional Convention
to the people, The pledge at Norfolk
meant but one thing, "'The People,” and

these who have @ vole now are nothing
TE-

moroe nor less than “The people,”
gardless of any interpretation that inay
be nut upon it by any Solomon:
this pledge fulfit¥ed our -party will live
on to, rule this Commonwealth.
this pledge broken the Republicans will
rule this Commonwealth in five years'
time.

This is written not by a prophet, but

by A DEMOCRAT:
[The Times redzived replies from 1,115
deiegates Lo the State Convention giving
thelr views on the question of submitting
the mnew Constitutlon. Of these 532
favored proctamation, 204 advocated sub-

mission to the new clectorate, and 260
were in favor of submission to the pres-
ent electorute—Editor Times.]
The Teacher's Side.
Editor of The Times:
Sir,—I am a constant reader and a

great admirer of your paper. One reason
why I admire it Is it always gives a falr
hearing to both sides. I have read sali
the artleles about education, and think
it quite time to let the country teachers
=ide be heard. I Know there are many
inefficient teachers, and 1 also kKnow
ilere are numbers who are well edu-
cated and carnest, and whe strive to
overcome almost Insurmountable  ob-
stacles. Most of the country school-
louses are remote, and  the teacher's
work Dbegins with at least a mile walk.
They are all heated with woed for fuel,
and it Is often green. The children come
from a distance and must be warmed
hefore taught.  The school wvarles from
fifteen to thirty, and they ranga in age
from six te sixteen. There is no such
thing as grades. My regisier shows a
record of forty recitations a day, and
this dees not!include the many inter-
ruptions from the small children, nor
have I counted arithmetic in the number.
And my work is only what nearly all
of the country teachers de. THen my
register shows that often the children
Ipze ten days out of every school month.
Their parents keep them at home for
almost any excuse. How can they learn?
They could not do it under those clr-
cumstances no matter who taught them!

[ also read a great deal about the
teachers attending  the schools of
methads, I know they are great things
and would be of much benefit. But they
are a luxury most of us cannot afford:
We only work tive months, and so it re-
quires all we make to live. But believo
me, Mr. Editor, there are many country
teachers who labor to do their duty, and
do it nobly, in the face of great dis-
couragements.

A COUNTRY SCHOCL TEACHER.
Shako, Va,, Feb. 18th,

Nature and Law.
Lditor of The Times:

Sir,—Tell me Low o city can require any
one to keep a sidewalk eclear of an ob-
struction that nature deposits, such as
snow or rain, when they will not allow
the adjacent properiy-owner any more
1ights than they allow an outsider? When
a boy, before the “Confederate War,'' I
lived in vour city, and I remember a cifi-
zen was arrested for not cleaning thz

enow from the sidewalk in front of his |

property.  His defense was that the wallc

belonged to the city and Dame Natare |

deposited the snow; therefore, the cniy
and Dame Nature must settle the mat-
ter. The citizen-carried his point and did
not elean away any snow. Fe was right.
1f we are to keep the clt¥’s property
elean we should have some individui
rlghts and interest in the sidewalks.
- . H. TINSLIIY.

Salem, Va., February 18th.

_About Vole-Seliing. (
Edjtor of The Times:

Sir,—I . have just read your editorial,
“rPhe Man Who Sells His Vote)! Of
cottrsp every right-thinking man  ap-
proves it. Yet the great majority of thosa
who outright scll their vote are poor and
ignorant, and the only thing in the trans-
action they know anytthing about is the
rrice. And this to them is quite an item;
will buy some meat and bread for their
family. I have known good men whe
sald they voted to keep their job.

Now, AMr. Iditor, in reading your last
paragraph disfranchising both  the
bribed and briber, this thought occurred
to me: Why do the rallroads give free
passes to members of the Legislature?
Why to the judges? Who will accept?
Why these bearing their commlssions
seek legislative positions?

We are told they are business people
and do things on buslness principles. If
these questions are teo much for your
ken, get the old man from. Pulaski to
dream & dreant. “OLD FOGY.”

Max Meadows, ‘Va,, Feb, 10th.

The Price of Cattle.

Editor of The Times:
Sir,—In your issue of Friday, Febru-
dary Tth, you have the following item:
“The Aberdeen-Angus heifer, ‘Black
Cap Judy,' says & Chicago special, was
sold at auction to-day for $.200. the female
record price of all breeds since 1813. A

micses shorthorn heifer sold for $300 on'

December  last. The: previous: high
record on Angus was §2,800.”

T wish you to state through the columns
of vour paper, for the benefit of the
Chicago | corraspondent, that it would
be well for him to post’ himself more
thoroughly in regard to the sales of
female: cattle botween the years 1873 and
B LR e S s e e
1f this seemingly knowing dorrespond-

ent willilend me & few moments of his

valuable time, I can refer-him to num-
bers. of shorthorn: sales Where females
brought not only $6,800, but more than
thres times that amount. = === = &

On April- 14, 185, at “the sale of Mr.
Jucobs, West Liberty, Va., the lady sale

With
With .

Trircess cow, "Ma‘ud.: by Earl of Grase
Hill, was bid off at $7,260 :

'On May 28th of the same year, at
Cambridge City, Ind.. a Mr. Fox hought
fiom Mr, A: J. Alexander. the twentieth
Diichess of Airdrie at $18,000, and about
the same date Mr. Alesander sold the
sixteenth Duchess of Afrdrie for 317,000
Tt was in the same ycar that Mr. Al-
bert Crane, of Chicago, bought Airdrie
Duchess Second and Airdrie Duchess
Third . at $2L,000 and $23.600, respectively.

in 1577 General Lippincott “hought
{wenty-second Duchess of Airdrle for
$10,000.

On April 18, 1882, at Chicago, Hon. ML
I4. Cochrane, of Ilillhurst, seld the ninth
Dichess of Hillhurst
Duchess of Hillhurst at §7,100, and Airdrie
Duchess for $TL.100.

In November, 1888, at Dexter Fark.
Chicagol the two-year-old eighth Duchess
of Hillsdalp brought 36.600.

These are only a few of  the many
shorthorns that have brought more than
the price quoted abuove for the Aber-
deen-Amgus, and if the gentleman will
allow me to quote sales of 187, [ will
1cfer him to New York Mills E:L]é. where
the eizhth. and tenth Duchesses of
CGeneva sold for $0,600 and §5,000. re-
spectively. MAURICE HALE,

* Feb. 10th. Cedar Springs, Vi

sparable of the Iron Bedslead.”

Editor of The Times:

Sir,—Reading some old Iterature Tecent-
ly, 1 came ucross w piece.of curious and
wonderful writing under the above head-
ing.  As despiy suggestive and exciing
thoughtful meditation, I think that its
Pupneation in your paper wii prove very
interesting, i[ not, instructive to your
readers.

L. A. CUTLER.

In (e days of Abecadarian, Popes it
was decreed that a good Christian just
measared Lhree feet and for the peace and
happiness of the Church it was ordained
that an iron bedstead, with a wheel at one
end and a knifc at the other, should be
placed at the threshold of the Church, on
which the Christliing should all be laid.
This bedstead was just three feet in the
casement on the exactest French scales.
Every Christian, in those days, was laid
on this bedstead; if less than this stand-
ard, the wheel and a rope were applied to
him' to 'stretch him to 1t; if he was too
tall, the knife was applled to his extremi-
ties. In this way they kept the good Chris-
tians, for nearly a thousand wears, all of
one statue.
or the knife was appled, eluier died in the
preparation or were brought to the sav-
ing standard.

One sturdy fellow, ealled Martin Luth-
ey, was horn in those davs, who grew (o
the enormous height of four feet; he, of
courae, teared the pedstead and the kalfe
and kept off art a considerable distance,
deliberating how he might escape. At
length he proclaimed that there was i
grest mistake eommitted by his ancestors
in fixing upon three feet as the proper
standard of the stature of a good Chris-
tiun. TIe made proselyvtes to his opinions;
for many who had been tried on the
three-foot bedstead, who were aectually
Tour feet, had found a way of contracting
themselves to the popular standard., These
began to streteh themselves to their nat-

uril stature and Luther had, in a few
yeirs, an iron bedstead four fect long,
fashioned and fixed in his Churches, with

the usual appendages. The wheel and the
kuite soon found something to do in Luth-
er's Chureh, and it became as irksoms to
flesh and blood to be stretehed by a wheal
and rope to four feet or to be cut down
to that stature as ic was to be forced up
or down to the good and sacred three-
foot stature. Moreover, men grew much
larger after Larther's time than before and
& considerable proportion of them ad-
vanced above his perfect man: ingomuch
that John Valvin found it expedient to or-

der his iron bedstend to be made six
inches longer with the wusual regulation
uppendaz The next generation found

even Calvin's measure as upaccomomdat-
ing as Luther’s, nnd the Independents, i
their greater wisdom and humanity, fixed
thelr perfect Chrisuan at the enormous
statire of five Seet.  The Baptists at this
time began to think of constructing an
iron bedstead to e ashion with their
neighbiors, but kindly made it six inches
longer than the Congregationalists, and
dispensed with the Kknife, thinking that
there was Ihiely to be more need for two
wheels than one knife, which they ac-
cordingly tixed to their apparantus. It
wis always found, that in the same pro-
portion as the standard was lengthened,
Christians grew, and now the bedstead is
actually roved to be at least six Inches
too short. It is now expected that
gix inches will be humanely added, bnt
-this will only be following up an evil pre-
codent: for experience has proved that
ag 300n as the fron bedstead {8 lengthened
the peopla will' grow apace and it will be

found too short even wlhen extended to
six feet. Why not. then, dispense with
this piece of popish  furniture in the

Church and allow Christlans of every
stature, to meet at the same fireside and
eat at the same table? The parable iz just
and the Interpretation thereof easy and
sure.

Every attempt at reformation since the
rude but masculine efforts of Luther has
been based upon the same prinelples. He
did not like the Popish superstructure,
notwithstanding he built upon the same
foundations. So did all his successors.,
They all divided the New 'Testament into
two chapters. The title of the one was
tho essentials and the title of the other
was the non-essentials, the one party the
one chapter and In another party the
other, i3 much the larger. Still the
volume comprises but two chapters, how-
ever disproportioned they may be. Many
efforts have been made to ‘reduce the
chapter of Essentials Into narrower limits,
but as it is reduced, the other {& enlarged
and the old division is kept up.  The book
called the Creed, containz all the essen-
tials, and as they are there correctly ar-
ranged and soundly digfsted, this book
is moragthie subject of controversy than
the New Testament, which has the essen-
tials and the non-essentials all jumbled
together.

Suppose, then, that a number of church-
es should agree to throw aside the iron
bedstead and take the Book in one chap-
ter and call it their Creed and Book of
Discipline. What then? Oh, says Puri-
tanus, “Methodists, Presbyvteria E
palians, ete.. do this”  Stop, r
not one of them dare trust themsaives
upen this bottom; they all have thelr
erecds and t:liscip_lines to keep them from
sinklng. What then, if an experiment
should be made and a fair trial of the
adequacy of the Divine Book should he
given. and whenever it fails of the
promised end, let any other deviee be
tried.. But among all the experiments of
thiz age and country it is nowhere record-
ed thiat such a trial has been made and
failed. 1 am aware’ of all that can be
said on the other side, and still T assert
that no ]such experiment and result are
on record. And moreover, I do not think
it is likely that it shal ever be proved h;—
actual experiment that the New Testu-
ment without n ereed is insufficient to
preserve the unity, peace and purity of
any one congregation or of those of any
E:;vcrﬂn(:]-éftingt' 1Bl;lt above all, let us have

T ron bedst | :
Whosle ot Eplvecas eads with or without

Military Notes.

_According to a table prepated by Ad-
jutant C. Gray Bossieux, the percentage
of attendance of the Seventieth Regi-
ment for the month of January was 06.26
per cent.; Company “A,”” 67.07; Compahy
“B,” 50; Company "“C.'”" 67.75; Company
“D," 54.54; Company “E,” 57.25; Company
“F," §3.10; Company “G," §1.28; Company
“I1,' 65.07; Company “I1," 65.68; Company
“¥," §7.50; Company “L," §3.92; Company
SRILM 8254 :

Tha total- strength of the regiment is:
Otficers, §0; enlisted men, B58; total, 758.
Fresent for duty: Officers, 50; enlistad
men, 439; total, 489,

The full-dress inspection drill and dance
by_Company B, of the Seventieth Regi-
ment, which was to have been held on
next Wednesday night, has been post-
‘poned until March 5th. At that time tha
Hardy Cup, which was won by the com-
pany in a shootlng contest, will be for-
mally presented,

Colonel Anderson has received the resiz-
nation of First-Lieutenant N. AL Gill, of
Coinpany I (Farmville).

LAFAYETTE, IND., Feb. %l.—An over-
‘heatéd stove In the Loeb & Haney dry-
goods store, started a fire just before

| midnight last night that caused a prop-

erty 10ss'of more than $200,000 b
flames were: und ontrol, - .cfo.r.e L‘_E.

- ficwers on the table made a. welcome con-

at - $8.500, tenth .

Fhose to whom the wheel:

Y e

! - -,._- L] -

Licutenant-Governor Joseph E. Willara®
‘gave one of the most delightful stag din-
rers of the season in honor of Governor
A, J. Montague last night. The spring

trast to the lce outslde and formed 2
color scheme of guld and white, brought
out by jonquils® and lilacs, The center
was formed of these flowers, gracefully
grouped, resting om o handseme Batten-
Lurg mat over yellow cann. Soft shaded
lamps and candelabra shed a glow over
ihe whole scene, An elaborate menu, con-
sisting of twelve courses, was served to
the guests, which Included Governor A.
J. Montague and a number of other
prominent gentlemen.
- -

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Cary Johnson
cntertained In a charming munner fast
night in honor of the junior clags of the
Unien Theological Eeminary.

Tha dining-room; prettily decoerated by
cut flowers and shaded lamps, was pre-
sided over by Mrs. Johnson, who was as-
sisted by Mrs. Chiles Ferrell, Mrs. John
Freeman, Mrs. C. . Borden and Mrs, J.
Allison Iodges. Mrs. Price poured the
coffee and Miss Price the chocolate.

During the €vening a guessing contest
was greatly enjoyed. Among the young
girls present were Misses Osborne, of
I'etersburg; Tinsley, Sue Wellford, Lan-
caster, Jones, Marshall and Hawes.

Zaw

A delightful whist party was given at
the Jefferson Club Thursday night, which
concluded with an impromptu dance.
Tre game of whist was played with
much s=pirit, and the prizes werse cap-
inred by Mrs. E. N. Calisch and Miss
Tiebekah Whitlock, consisting of hand-
some writing sets, while two pipe racks
were captured by Dr. . N. Calisch and
Mr. Moses Block., The ladies’ booby,
which fell to Miss Schwan, of Norfolk,
was a miniature train, with this inscrip-
tion, “1f you can't play cards, perhaps
you can make the ‘car go. ' while Mr,
Jullus Straus was given for his skill a
shoe last.

Tooth Powder
AN ELEGII'{ TOILET LUXURYs

Used by people of refinement
for over a.quarter of a century:

PARKER'S
8  HAIR BALSAM
Fim iy Siaee
: t:?oélalhht
sgl.mk hair
s Druggle.

reupholstering anil making over FParlor
Sultes, Couches, Odd Chairs, Ealr Mat-
tresses, etce, at JURGENS FURNI-
TURE STORE, 41121 E. Broad Street.
Address postal or "phone to store or fac-
tory, 107-2-11-13 N. Eilghth Street, and
our foreman will call on ¥qu with a new
up-to-date line of samples. No charge
for estimates and no hard feelings I
Eve don’t get the work—but we usualiy
0.

WANTED—MALE EELF.

WANTED, TRUSTWORTEIY PERSON
in each county to manage business; olid
established house; solld finnncial stand-
ing: straight bona fide weekly cash aal-
ary of 318 paid by check each Wednes-
day with all expenses direct from head-
uua\r;erg: money advanced for expenses,
MANAGER, 339 Canton Bulliling, Chica-
=0 ¥

[~}

WANTED FOR U. 8. ARMY: ARLE-
_I‘)odl-:{l. unmarried men between ages of
=t and &5, citizens of United States, of zood
character and temperate habits, who can
speak, read and write BEnglish. Foe
further information apply to RECRUILT-
ING OFFICER. 110 East Broad

WANTED AT ONCE. A RAPID, ACCU -
rate and thoroughly competent ateno-
griapher and typewriter operator.
pay: easy houra, Address, immedia

-
-

Mr. Louis C. Elson, the well Known |
musician and musical eritle, of Boston, |
will leeture before the Woman's Club |
Saturday night, March 1st. His thome
will be “The Troubadours and Their De- |
scendants,” giving an outline History of
French songs, and rendering not only
Troubadour songs, but itlzo some musle
of the Trouverce, compdsitions of Louls
NI, and old “Noels," or Christmas
songs. Mr, El=son possessea o beautiful
voice and is also an gccomplished pianist,
Gentlemen escorts may be invited, and
the ladies ares asked not to wear their
bonnets.

- -

Rev. and Mrs. E. 1. Wellford, of New-
port News, will leave to-day on the
“Kaiserin Maria Theresa” for Gibralter,
and will be ahsent until the first of June.
Thelr tour through Palestiie will be made
on the hacks of mulls and at night they
will camp out. During this part of their
tour they will be jolned by o large In-
elish party of tourists.

Afr, and Mrs. Wellford spent Thursilay
with their parents, Judge and Mrs. Bev-
erley R. Wellford, of this city.

- L r
@

The anniversary and donation day of
St. Paub's Church Home for the Azod,
No. 100 West Clay Strect. will be obsarved
to-day. The homs will be open
11:50 to receive donations and visitors
and a luncir served at 1 o'clock to Il'.'Ji

Fhis
e Vears,
fate Rewv, Charles
rector of St. Paul's.
*

ome has heen in existence twenty-
and was foomded by l.hr_‘;
Minnigerode, the 1zm=|
]
|
1

*®
* |
The Huguenot Society will celebrate its
third anuniversary on Sunday evening at|
& o'clock at -the First Presbyterian
Church—Dr. Kerr. The soclety will be |
allregsed by the Rev. D, J. Burrell, I.
0., who comes from New York for the
purpose, Dr. Burrell is well known as
the pastor of the JMartle Reformoft
Church, on Fifth Avenue, and ons of the
hest pulpit orators of the United States.
The Huguenot Society is to Le congratu-
lated upon being the means of bringing
such an eminent man to Riehmond. 1t
extends o cordial invitation to all lovers
of fine oratory as well as to those inter-
ested in ita work to be present upon that
oceasion.

- -
-

Alrs, T=abel Charles Davis, of New York,
who will ba the guest of Mrs. Clarence
Burton next week, and will lecture he-
fore the King's Daughters, will talk to
the members of the Woman's Club on
Monday afterncon on “What is Philan-
thropy 2 Mrs. T. William Pemberton will
be chairman of the afternoon.

- -

-

A nuiet marrlage Monday was that of
Aiss Mamie E. Layne and Mr. Elmore
James, who were united by Hev. Mr
Cocke, at his home. The bride is the
duughter of Mr. W. L. Layne, while the
zroom is a well known business man of
the West-End and a son of Mr. Robert
James,

» -
-

The Daughters of the Confederacy are
invited to attend the lecture of Dir. James
Power Smith at the Lee Camp Hail
slonday night at half-past eight. This is
cne of o series of monthly
ments given by the Sons of Veterans,

* - L

A Baltimore paper, in speaking ol
Aiken, says: Mr, and Mre C les Dani
Gibson, of New York, will arrive at Aiken
for a prolonged stay next week.

- L]

Aliss T.illian H. Leo left last night for

Leo Hall, Warwick county.
- - ',

The gocand dance of the season at the
Jefferson Club will be Tield next Thurs-
day nizht.

- - L

The Confederate Memorial Literary So-

clety will meet Wednesday, February

%th, at noon.
- =

Mrs. Hugh Nelson Page, the State re-
gent of the Ot Dominion, nominated
Alre. Albert Tuttle, at the Daughters
of the American Beveolution Convention.
Thursday in Washingten, as one of the
vice-presidents. 2

-

Mra. Charles Steele was among the
guests at Mrs. John B. Thomas' musicat
vesterday in Baltimore.

-

Aliss Lillian Tatum, of Virgnia, was
given a tea yesterday afternoon by her
hostesa, Mrs. W. Lee Carey, of Balti-

morc.
/ - -

< =
Aliss Helen Rosenstock, of Petersburg,
is the guesf of JMiss Corinne Straus.
-

L
Mss Jessle Gemmelf laft yesterday after-
noon for a visit to relatives in Kenton,
Ohio, to be gone o month .or six weeks.
- -

Ars. J. Emory Hughes Is visiting her
sister, 0lrs. Williant- A. Chambers, No. 2
West Grace Street.

L ESPS

The Whist Club of the Woman's Club
«ill meet hereaftsr on Friday morning
at 11 o'clock.

- - &

Qfrs. John Gemmell and boys Ieft yes-
terday afternocn for their homa In Ken-
ton, O., after a visit of saveral months
to relatives in this city.
- LR

The Washington tea to have been given
last night by the ladies of Seventh-Street
Christian Church has been postponed un-
til next Friday night, .ﬂm 25th [nstant.

3 -

fronar | -

" Miss Birdie Kaufman, who has Been

“ENTERPRISE." = St E. Ma rBh;t-.[i
Street, Richmond, Va. .

WANTED, HUSTLER: FEMPORARY
pogition: no canvassing: good pay. Ad-
dress GLOBE, 2} Chestuut 8St., Phila-

delphia, Pa.

WANTED—TO SELL TPRIGHT PIANO;
cost %300 and In good condition: will self

cheap for cash., Addresa X, . O Box
14, Statiul{ A
WANTED—A THOROUGHLY EXPERI-

enced Furniture and Carpet SALES-

MAN: state references aml salary ex-
cAra

pected. Address
r Office.

FURNITURE,

MEETINGS.
A - =
Richmond, Va.
NOTICE 183 HEREBY
the Annual Meeti
of the CHESAPEAKE 3T
BEATLWAY will he held at the p
pal office of the company., No. 114
Main Street. Richmond, Vi, on T
DYAY, the tth iy &F March, 102, at the
hour of 10 o'clock A, M., for the election
of directors and for the transaction of
such other business as muay properly
come before it.

ie

B. ELDEN WILCOX,
3 Secretary.
FOR SALE.

FOR SALE—-A GENTLE DRIVING
HORSE. young and sound; will ‘sell
cheap for want of use. MOORE'S
STABLES, Clay Strest near Seventh.

e

visiting the Misses Lang, has returncd to
her homs in Baltimore.
. _ .

Miss Laurn Chapin, who has been vis-
iting relaaves in Vieginia for some time,
haa returned te her home, In this eity,

*

.
Mr. aml 3 Hivers Goodall left yos-
terday for Durham, N. €., whera they
will speml a week.

. |

Jn and Around
Jhe Fotels.

“T am afrald that the true Mardl Groa
spirit in New Orleans is dying out.”” said
Mr. H. O. Campbell, of that clty, yvesier-
duy in the labby of Murphy's. *“This last
Mardi Gras there has to
the standard of ten or fi
There has not been the
taken in the fete. I suppose it is all be
cause New Orleans i{s becoming too im-

(132)

portant commercially for the usual two
wieeks” festivities. way, [. [for one,
much disappointed e this

24 s oW 4 movernent

vans among the old tima
devotees of Mardl Gras festivals to re-
new the interest in the wifair and T hopo
by next yvear this will be done. New Or-
leans hadl thot is of visltors this yeuog
to see tho festivitics there.”

“Richmond is not alone In the mattee
of bad weather.” sald Mr. Horuce Fou-
shee, of Frankfort, Ky., who was In tho
city yesterday. *“When I left Frank{ors
that city had more ice amd snow and
wrecked trecs than this clty has witl

35 of a continuance of this

s . The damage to some of
the historie old trees of Frankfort nas
been very great, as I e it has

great in your own Capitol Square

“One of the gravest commentaries on
American polltics,” saild Mr. John Host
a well known South Carolinlan, who was
talking yesterday in the lobby of the Lex-
ington, “is the fact that we hardly allow
a man in office to die—and sometimes Do
is not even dead—when the muatter of &
successor begins to be bruited about. F
have several Instances of this Kind in
mind. In one case the politicians held
half o dozen cadcuses to name o SUCCOS=
sor to & man who held & prominent offico
and then he reeovered. Meanwhile the
discussion had Leen earried to a point of
indecency in  the newspapers. [ thinlke
with all our progressiveness and hustls
we overdo the matter in thess things.™

At the Lexington yesterday was regis-
tered DIr J. L. Pitts, of the rallroad con-
‘tractlmz firm of Lane Bros. & Co.. of
Scottsville, He is in the clty on some
railroad business.

Captain John W. Happer, of Porte-
mouth, was at the-Lexington yesterday.

‘One of the weli known Virzinians afl
Murphy's yesterday was Judge J. C
Padgett, of Independence.

From Harrisonburg Messrs. W, IT,
Richards, John B. Paul, and W. I,
Blakemoere were at Murphy's,

Other well known Virginians here yes-
terday included: Mr. and 3Mrs. E. M
Brown, Mr. P. B. Wilkes, 3" W, A0
Johnson. Xt George W. Xouniz, of
Woodstock: Mr. J. B. Savage, of Acco-
mac: Mr. W. O Lynch, of Portsmouth,
and Carolyn Smythe, of Norfolk, at the
Lexington. At Murphy's were Mr. J. WL
Hancock. of Roanoke, and QJr. Ben Lu-
cas, while at the New Ford's were Mr
J. ‘Oberdorfer, Charlottesville; Mr R. S
Parks, M. A. . GHL of Burry; Messry,
M. W. ang J. A. Sterna, of Petersbury,
and Mr.. B. D. Adams, of Charlotig
county. gy RGeS E (= e S




